CCAMLR

COMM CIRC 06/92 cpepa, 16 asrycta 2006
SC CIRC 06/35

AHTKOM-MIII': cbeMKa 1 yyacTue

Tenedon: +61 3 6210 1111 PO Box 213, North Hobart, Tasmania 7002 Australia
dakc: +61 3 6224 8744 181 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania 7000 Australia
email: ccamlr@ccamlr.org

Web: ccamlr.org


http://ccamlr.org

COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF COMMISSION POUR LA CONSERVATION KOMMCCHA TIO COXPAHEHMIO MOPCKMX COMISION PARA LA CONSERVACION DE

ANTARCTIC MARINE LIVING RESOURCES DELA FA%&%:RI;‘;QEEUEMARINES AHUBBIX PECYPCOB AHTAPKTHKH LOSRECUII\{ggsAl\{’II-\IICOgSMARINOS
PO BOX 213 NORTH HOBART, TASMANIA 7002 AUSTRALIA Phone: (61)3 6210 1111
C CAML R 181 MACQUARIE STREET, HOBART, TASMANIA 7000 AUSTRALIA Fax: (61) 3 6224 8744
Website: www.ccamlr.org Email: ccamlr@ccamlr.org
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION N\
AND THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
COMM CIRC 06/92 16 August 2006
SC CIRC 06/35

CCAMLR-IPY Survey and Participation

The Chair of the Scientific Committee and the Convener of the CCAMLR International Polar
Year (IPY) Steering Committee have requested that the following reminder and request be
circulated to all Commission and Scientific Committee Members.

The Fourth International Polar Year (IPY) is scheduled for 2007/08. This global endeavour,
which is to take place in both the Arctic and Antarctic, has been recognised as extremely
important by the Scientific Committee and Commission. At its 2005 meeting the
Commission noted the Scientific Committee’s progress in developing CCAMLR’s IPY
contribution in 2008 (CCAMLR-XXIV, paragraphs 4.76 to 4.80).

The CCAMLR core project — a large-scale synoptic survey in the Atlantic sector of the
Southern Ocean — has been recognised by the IPY Joint Committee as the lead project in
the IPY category ‘Natural Resources Antarctic’. Accordingly, and with the support of
WG-EMM, an umbrella project has been developed in a wider circum-Antarctic perspective
than the original CCAML-IPY proposal (CCAMLR-XXIV, paragraph 4.77).

The Commission not only urged all Members to participate in the CCAMLR core project, it
also noted that firm commitments for ship-time should be available at the next round of
consultations on the matter (i.e. the WG-EMM meeting in July 2006) (CCAMLR-XXIV,

paragraph 4.79).

The CCAMLR-IPY Steering Group met in association with WG-EMM in July 2006. It noted
that all the necessary scientific requirements have been met in order to receive full IPY
endorsement and to advance planning for the abovementioned CCAMLR-IPY Survey in the
2008 field season. The CCAMLR-IPY Steering Group was also informed that the IWC and
SCAR have established subgroups to coordinate planning with CCAMLR of joint whale and
marine bird censuses during the CCAMLR-IPY Survey. To finalise the CCAMLR-IPY
Survey design, as well as to coordinate research under the broader project developed with
WG-EMM (CCAMLR-XXIV, paragraph 4.77), the Steering Group is planning to hold a
workshop in the first semester of 2007.

However, despite the Commission’s strong request for support, the Steering Group noted that
at the end of July 2006 no ship-time had been specifically guaranteed by any CCAMLR
Member to the CCAMLR-IPY Survey in 2008, although there is some indication that Peru (a
Contracting Party) may take part.
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Both WG-EMM and the Steering Group have expressed serious concerns about this lack of
firm ship-time commitment to the abovementioned survey because without clear indication of
available vessels, the Steering Group and the Scientific Committee will be unable to proceed
with its detailed planning and implementation.

The Scientific Committee and the Commission now face the serious situation that the current
circumstances could mean cancellation of the survey, thereby causing considerable
embarrassment to all CCAMLR Members in the context of the organisation’s anticipated
contribution to a key IPY project. Therefore, the CCAMLR-IPY Steering Group, WG-EMM
members and the Chair of the Scientific Committee urgently request that Commission
representatives assist where possible in securing the necessary funds at a national level to
provide logistic and ship-time support to the CCAMLR-IPY Survey.

Dr D.G.M. Miller
Executive Secretary




